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In the late twentieth century, Admiral Julian 3rd can get no rest, for he knows his future. He will be

reborn as his grandson in the next century to journey through space and make an ominous

discovery inside the moon; he will live again in the dark years of the twenty-second century as

Julian 9th, who refuses to bow down to the victorious Moon Men; and as Julian 20th, the fierce Red

Hawk, he will lead humanity's final battle against the alien invaders in the twenty-fifth century. The

Moon Maid is Edgar Rice Burroughs's stunning epic of a world conquered by alien invaders from the

moon and of the hero Julian, who champions the earth's struggle for freedom, peace, and dignity.
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With Mars now closer to the Earth than it has been for hundreds of thousands of years, some of us

are given pause to think about how all the stories of spaceships going to Mars have never really

been concerned with the actual logistics involved. Such practical considerations are a minor part of

"The Moon Maid," a 1923 pulp fiction yarn from the master of adventure, Edgar Rice Burroughs, in

which a spaceship headed for Mars is sabotaged and ends up on the Moon instead. Unlike John

Carter, who made his way to Mars simply by raising his open arms to the red planet, the adventures

in this story, the first in ERB's Moon trilogy, actually take a spaceship.It is interesting that Burroughs

played a bit more attention to the science in his pulp novel this time around, even in terms of the

fanciful Eighth Ray, given that the Moon books are his most political. Burroughs began working on a

story, "Under the Red Flag," at end the First World War, which voiced his concerns over the

Communist takeover of Russia, albeit in slightly dramatic form. However, with the war over pulp



magazine editors were not interested in ERB continuing to fight the war, even in his Tarzan novels.

Over the course of the next several years, while he worked on other projects, the prolific Burroughs

turned his grim prediction of a world under the yoke of a communistic goverment into a space

adventures that would allow him to make the points he felt needed making. After all, the man who

created Tarzan was obviously a big believer in personal freedom.However, the first volume in the

trilogy turns out to be a rather standard ERB romantic adventure.
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